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CHAPTER II
THE OLD SCHOOLROOM

I HavE said that the School numbers had begun
to outgrow the School buildings, so I had
better say what those buildings were. First of
all there was, for Class-room purposes, the old
Schoolroom, co-eval with the Foundation: its
date, 1584, is still legible, carved outside on the
chimney at the east end, though its pretty
inscriptions in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, cut
on the stone over the doorway, which is at the
other end of the building, are fast becoming
obliterated ; a thing I much regret. They all
bear witness to the religious character of the
School as founded by Archdeacon Johnson in
the reign of Elizabeth.!

The Hebrew is from Proverbs xxii. 6, and
signifies, ¢ Train up a child in the way he should

go.’
1See Appendix I., on The Foundation.
























The Old Schoolroom 23

time to be out together, we always got a game.
Then we went in again, and felt that we could
manage to last out till half-past four, and even
to do a little work without losing character.
At half-past four school was over, and boys and
masters were equally glad.
























The Studies 31

pleasant time, writing our Sunday letters and
talking of home and holidays, or reading library
books and chatting till the bell rang for prayers,
after which each retired to his own den. Yes,
those studies were a great deal more comfort-
able than they looked, and we never dreamed
of bettering them.




































The School House 43

‘black dose’ did much to kill it. Until that
was invented, the explaining your malady to
the matron and presenting the paper to be
signed were the only two disagreeables con-
nected with it.

The matrons, as a rule, were very good to
us. And if with a kind heart they combined a
little sense of humour, we got on admirably;
but pomposity we could not endure; and when
a matron once made us a little speech at teatime,
ending with the words, ¢Horders is horders,
and hI’'m mistress in the ’all,’ the inextinguish-
able laughter which arose really made one
afterwards feel quite sorry for the poor silly
old thing.



























52 Early Days at Uppingham

degree not heard of since the Middle Ages.
The whole thing was the most utter twaddle,
as all the boys in the School well knew. The
Jacksons disappeared in a halo of ill-earned
fame, and amidst a chorus of mistaken sympathy
from the British public. But the result was
that people were shy of entering their sons at
Uppingham for at least a year.
























6o Early Days at Uppingham

and a wall with a broad flat stone coping, with
steep ascents from terrace to terrace—a favourite
exercising place for the active and sure-footed
small boy. All this was swept away when the
gymnasium was built—a plain cheap building,
but what a gain it was to us alll And how
indefatigably we worked in it! Learning
slowly at first when everything was new, but
advancing with ever-lengthening strides to the
acquisition of new and more daring feats; doing
one month what seemed to us impossible the
previous month, and increasing in all our
measurements to a degree which was really
wonderful.



CHAPTER VII
NEW HOUSES

THEe School House when Edward Thring first
came to it was not full. Between his advent
and the departure of Dr. Holden, who carried
off some of his boys with him to Durham, there
was a short interregnum, during which the reins
of government had been in the hands of Mr.
Coker Adams, who on Mr. Thring’s arrival
was very nearly out of his mind with anxiety
and terror and absolute inability to cope with
the lawlessness he found. Indeed, the account
which Mr. Thring gave me of the state
things had got into, and the condition of
the unfortunate Jlocum tenens, were more like
the description of a nightmare and its atten-
dant visions than any scenes of real school
life. Thring, however, soon reduced things to
order, and in a couple of years the School









64 Early Days at Uppingham

text when, on rising as usual one Sunday even-
ing to address us all there assembled, he found
himself saying, ¢ And the house of Baal was
full from one end to the other.” He himself
told me how the aptness of the text struck
him as soon as he had given it out; and how
the humour of the situation went very near to
upset his gravity.





















Sundays 71

knowledge, the foundations of a love of flowers
and an interest in botany which has lasted a
lifetime, and added a charm to every year as
it passed. The evenings, in summer, were
often spent in the Head-Master’s garden.
The inimitable sermons at nine o’clock prayers,
after we got two proper services in church, were
discontinued.



























8o Early Days at Uppingham

what uproarious ; whereupon he would say,
¢Ah, vill you talk and laugh ? If you vill not
be silent I vill write you in my book, my littel
black book, fifty lines.” He was keenly inter-
ested in the building of the gymnasium, and
used to come down and show us some things
to do on the horizontal and parallel bars and the
small pole. His place when he left was taken
and held for very many years by Dr. Schlott-
man, not so keen a chemist or naturalist by a
long way, and something of a recluse, which no
good master ought to be of course; but as a
wide reader, a deep thinker, and an accom-
plished man, I doubt if the staff of Uppingham
masters has ever possessed his equal.


































































































































































134 Early Days at Uppingham

¢Oh, bide where ye be, my dear man! bide
where ye be! You might fall furder. There
was always a tradition that in Dr. Butterton’s
days the numbers of the School had reached a
hundred, and if so, there being only that one
house for boarders, some such method of sleep-
ing might well have been a necessity.

I only saw Dr. Butterton once, at the
opening of the new Schoolroom, I think, when
he made a very querulous speech, and seemed
to think that sufficient honour for the excellence
of Uppingham had not been given to him.
And though he did nothing to help the School
out of the Grammar School rut in which it had
always run, it only requires a glance at the
School Roll between the years 1839 and 1846
to see that he was successful beyond the average
as a Head Master.
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CHAPTER XV
GROWTH

THE memories I have recorded are mainly of
the School in the fifties, the old ¢Grammar
School’ or ¢Hospital,” when things were only
just beginning to move. When once they
began, with the exception of the one brief set-
back mentioned above, it was all one flowing
tide of increasing numbers, both of boys,
masters, houses, playing-fields, and everything ;
and so fast did the tide of prosperity flow that,
with hardly any exception, all the building which
was done under Mr. Thring was accomplished in
the fifteen years between 1856 and 1871.

The water-works, the swimming-bath, and
the School fives-court came a little later, as did

‘also the sanatorium. New houses were the

first essential, but the greatest bit of building
was of course the Chapel and Schoolroom.









Growth : 147

This, again, is a good deal to have been pro-
duced in about fifteen years, but wAéov o
wavtds, it was easier to go on than to begin, still
few things in the world of education are more
noteworthy than the creation of Uppingham
as it now is, in fifty years, from so small a
beginning.
























Our Founder 155

spell of his strong personality, and had the
vision of his strenuous and religious life always
before us, his example was contagious. Well
- for us if we were able, with half his thorough-
" ness, to live up to his own chosen motto, ¢Ora
et labora.’

How greatly he influenced the boys of his
sixth form may be judged from the fact that
throughout our University life and later, if we
had any doubts as to what our course of action
should be on any particular occasion, we did
not say to ourselves, ‘What would my father
think ?’ but we asked ourselves, ¢ What would
Thring say ?’ and the answer was always clear
at once.
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an absentee,! or was it that the Founder, with
extraordinary prescience, had divined that a
Governor residing so near the School might
possibly be a thorn in the flesh of the School
Master at Uppingham ? Probably the former, -
as he did not make an exception in the case of *
Oakham. Another thing to be noticed is, that
at the time these statutes were drawn up ¢ John
Clarke, my School Master of Uppingham, and
Jeremy Whitaker, my School Master of Oak-
ham’ were among the Governors ‘whom I do
choose and will that they be confirmed
Governors of the goods and resources of my

Schools and Hospitals, and their successors
for ever.’

1This was thirteen years before Jeremy Taylor’s time.
He was appointed Rector of Uppingham in 1638, at
the age of twenty-five, and was ejected in 1642,
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APPENDIX II
THE SCHOOL-HOUSE HALL LATIN GRACE

Barore. Benedic nobis,

ArTer. Agimus tibi gratias, }Domine omnipo-

Cum .. .. -
tens, { Pro }Hls et Universis donis tuis qua

de tua largitate { sumus jam sumptun,}Qui

accepimus,
Vivis et regnas et es Deus in szcula seculo-
rum. Per Jesum Christum Dominum Nostrum.









Appendix III 163

the governments of the future federations—by
a law of nature. Few pause to consider how
Europe, even now, with all its bitter hostilities, is
nevertheless to a vast extent a Federal Govern-
ment, and conducting three-fourths of its
business by federation. . . . Your programme
is the right one. More than that, in one form
or another, it must come to pass. We ought
at once to put ourselves at the head of a great
empire. We ought to fly our flag on every
unoccupied land essential to our great colonies.
. . . Egypt and the Soudan frontier to Khar-
toum, and connected by rail with Suakim as
a matter of course. Free trade with all our
colonies ; differential duties with other nations.
Each colony to undertake to provide according
to its strength for its own defence, and if not
threatened, a small contingent for the Imperial
Army, and a common Parliament for such
purposes, or Bills for such purposes to be
passed in a majority of the Parliaments.”’
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